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	Nikephoros II Phokas

		Nikephoros II Phokas

	Emperor and Autocrat of the Romans
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Nikephoros II Phokas on a 15th-century manuscript, Biblioteca Marciana, Venice

	Byzantine emperor

	Reign
	16 August 963 –
11 December 969

	Predecessor
	Romanos II

	Successor
	John I

	

	Born
	c. 912
Cappadocia

	Died
	11 December 969 (aged 57)
Constantinople

	Burial
	Church of the Holy Apostles

	Spouse
	Theophano

	Dynasty
	Phokas

	Father
	Bardas Phokas
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	Icon of St. Nikephoros by Theophanes the Cretan
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	Depiction of the Siege of Chandax by Phokas, winter 960–61
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	Nikephoros' entry into Constantinople as Emperor through the Golden Gate in summer 963
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	Histamenon of Nikephoros II (right) alongside Mother Mary
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	Tarsus surrenders to Nikephoros Phokas (seated).
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	The army of Nikephoros employing a trebuchet to besiege a Hamdanid fortress.
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	The army under Michael Bourtzes laying siege to Antioch.
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	Histamenon of Nikephoros II (left) and his stepson Basil II
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	The Byzantine army mutinies against Nikephoros.
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	Nikephoros II on a modern stamp celebrating the 1000th anniversary of the reconquest of Crete.

	

		Nikephoros II Phokas
Macedonian dynasty
Born: c. 912 Died: 11 December 969

	Regnal titles

	Preceded by
Romanos II
	Byzantine emperor
963–969
With: Basil II
	Succeeded by
John I Tzimiskes

	Military offices

	Preceded by
Bardas Phokas the Elder
	Domestic of the Schools of the East
954– 963
	Succeeded by
John I Tzimiskes
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